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DON’T FORGET 

YOU CAN KEEP IN TOUCH

Keep Me Posted email alert service

www.dover.gov.uk/keepmeposted

Twitter @AyleshamGarden

– we hope you will join the conversation!

Families explored the stunning free-to-enter museum and its interactive 
displays, before trying their hands at craft-making, creating safety lamps, pit 
checks and snap tins throughout the afternoon. 
Kent Mining Museum tells the unique story of the county’s mining 
communities and the former Betteshanger Colliery. 
Entry to the museum is free, and its striking interactive exhibits educate, 
inform and challenge perceptions about the county’s mining heritage, using 
a combination of video and audio content from the miners themselves, and 
impressive displays of historic mining collections. Youngsters can even dress 
up in mining kit as they explore the museum! 
Visitors can also enjoy new experiences around the 250-acre country park 
including a huge new mining-themed play area, a beautiful new café 

with striking interior designs inspired by the miners’ materials, and a new 
programme of learning activities and events. A brand-new Heritage Trail will 
also open next year.
The £1.7m museum is housed within Betteshanger Country Park’s brand 
new £6m visitor centre. Both projects have been driven forward by the 
park’s new owners Quinn Estates, in partnership with the Kent Mining 
Heritage Foundation (KMHF). The museum is funded by The National 
Lottery Heritage Fund.

Coal was first discovered in Kent in 1890, but it wasn’t until 1912 that four 
successful East Kent Colleries were established: Tilmanstone, Chislet, 
Snowdown and Betteshanger. Betteshanger was the largest Kent mine, first 
reaching coal in 1927 and was ‘home’ to 1,500 miners. It closed in 1989, the 
last of the Kent pits to close. Betteshanger Country Park was established in 
2007, when the former coal mining spoil heap was transformed into a public 
space for people to enjoy. 

For more information, please visit: www.betteshanger-park.co.uk

KENT MINING MUSEUM TELLS 
THE UNIQUE STORY OF THE 
COUNTY’S MINING COMMUNITIES 

Kent Mining Museum opened its doors to the public for the first time on Saturday 2 April with a colourful parade from local 
school children, followed by speeches, tours and toasts to the sound of the Betts Band and Snowdown Choir. 



NEW HOMES IN REACH  
FOR FIRST TIME BUYERS 

IN AYLESHAM

AYLESHAM BUSINESS 
NETWORK

The business group meets every 2nd Thursday in the month 
(currently online) at 8am. Please email sara@slswillsandmore.co.uk 

if you would like to attend.

National Nestbox Week
National Nestbox Week (Feb 14 – 21) was also recognised by Barratt 
Homes as it made 30 nestbox kits available to local families in 
Aylesham to encourage residents to create a safe home for wild 
nesting birds. The kits are made from sustainably sourced FSC-
certified wood, and provide safe nesting for birdlife including blue 
tits, house sparrows, robins, wrens and wagtails.

The scheme aims to provide an alternative low-cost route to allow more 
f irst-time buyers to get their foot onto the property ladder, helping 
tackle increasing loan to value mortgage requirements and stricter 
lending criteria.
Home Reach allows buyers to purchase up to a 75% share, depending on 
affordability, of a new home with a low five per cent deposit and pay a low 
monthly rent on the remaining share. Buyers can then purchase more 
shares through a process known as staircasing, and eventually own 100% 
of the home.
The new apartments at Aylesham Village start from just £82,498 for a 50% share 
of a one-bedroom apartment, with an additional monthly rental payment of 
£189, providing affordable housing to the local market in Aylesham. 
Visit www.barratthomes.co.uk

Barratt Homes has launched its brand-new Home Reach 
scheme alongside partner Heylo at its Aylesham Village 
development on Dorman Avenue North. Buyers only need 
a five per cent deposit for the part buy-part rent scheme, to 
secure their first one or two-bedroom apartment. 

AYLESHAM PRIMARY 
SCHOOL GIVES A  

HOG A HOME 

Children at the school helped to place the hedgehog home in a quiet 
location on school grounds, and learned all about the importance of 
protecting urban wildlife. 
Mr Harper, Headteacher of Aylesham Village Primary commented: “We 
are proud to play our part in rebuilding essential habitats for hedgehogs, 
and thank Barratt Kent for its donation. This is a great way to get children 
involved in nature conservation while building on their knowledge within 
the curriculum. We all looked forward to seeing the hedgehogs take 
residence this winter - and perhaps we may even see some hoglets this 
spring!”

As research reveals that hedgehog populations have fallen 
by 30% over the last decade, Barratt Homes has stepped 
in to help protect urban wildlife in Aylesham by donating 
a hedgehog home, water bowl and hedgehog food to 
Aylesham Primary School. 

HOUSEBUILDER KEEPS COUNTY ‘HOME AND DRY’  
WITH DONATION TO KENT SEARCH AND RESCUE

Barratt Homes donated £1,000 to volunteer call-out service 
Kent Search and Rescue. They made the donation from their 
Community Fund initiative, which sees the housebuilder 
invest in the communities close to its developments. The 
donation will go towards funding the emergency vehicle 
and power boat and purchasing medical equipment. 
Kent Search and Rescue (KSAR) supports emergency services in Kent 
during the search and rescue of vulnerable persons. The volunteers make 
themselves available every day of the year and provide help to the Kent 
Police, Fire Department, Southeast Coast Ambulance Service, and HM 
Coastguard. To find out more about Kent Search and Rescue, please visit 
www.ksar.co.uk 



To mark The Queen’s historic 70-year reign, 
2022 will see Platinum Jubilee celebrations 
throughout the UK and the Commonwealth 
as part of a year-long programme of events.  
Many events will take place across the 
extended Bank Holiday weekend from 
Thursday 2 June to Sunday 5 June 2022.

Four applications for Aylesham street parties 
have been received by Dover District Council, and more information will be 
made available by local groups as plans are finalised. For further information 
about general activities taking place over the Bank Holiday weekend, visit  
https://www.whitecliffscountry.org.uk/whats-on

MEN UNITED IN SONG 
The Snowdown Male Voice Choir are working on an 
exciting initiative that has been made possible in part to 
two community grants from Dover District Council. 
The choir is inviting any local men who enjoy singing to join them for 
free singing lessons and rehearsals with the main choir. You don’t need 
to have any singing experience, just enthusiasm, as you will supported by 
experienced singers at every stage of rehearsals for a wonderful fundraising 
concert finale to be held in Nye Hall at the Duke of York’s Royal Military 
School.

The aim is to raise funds for Prostate Cancer UK to help improve treatments 
for the many men affected by prostate cancer. 

Come along to a meeting at the Aylesham and District Social Club on 
Wednesday 18 May at 7pm (Throwley House, Ratling Road, Aylesham  
CT3 3HL) to find out more. 

Email: Info@menunitedinsong.org   Phone: 07388 224786 
www.menunitedinsong.org

ASPIRE
NEWS

ASPIRE Open Day success
The ASPIRE team held a successful Open Day at the East Kent ASPIRE Hub 
last month. Local residents and partners visited the Hub at Bechange to 
find out more about the project which aims to improve well-being and 
enhance skills for employment. On the day, guests were able to:

• Tour the garden, and learn more about gardening sessions

• Find out more about the cookery classes on offer and meet chefs 

• Understand the employment support and courses on offer

• Take part in a health walk and find out about exercise classes

• Work with ecotheraphy crafts

• Learn about beekeeping

The health team were also there offering free ‘health MOTs’ and promoting 
the well-being activities that take place including exercise classes, and the 
NHS OneYou lifestyle and weight loss programme. 

QUEEN’S PLATINUM  
JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS

This year, Her Majesty The Queen becomes the first British 
Monarch to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee. 

GREAT BRITISH SPRING 
CLEAN

Seven bags of rubbish were collected at the #aylesham litterpick. 
Dover District Council’s Community and Environmental Protection teams 
were supported by DDC councillors and members of the community. 

#lovewhereyoulive #onebagbigdifference #GBSpringClean



DATES FOR THE DIARY
COMMUNITY CATCH UP SESSIONS 

#chatwithacoffee
Share any local issues you may have and get advice, 

discuss ideas or simply just pop in to meet us. 
There will also be information about what  

local support is available.
The kettle is always on, and you are promised a 

friendly welcome.
Friday 29 April
Friday 27 May

AYLESHAM NETWORKING MEETINGS 
take place monthly online via Zoom 3pm-4pm.  

The next dates are: 
Wednesday 18 May
Wednesday 15 June

Contact Rebecca Dyer for more information.

Aylesham Garden Village News 
Follow Aylesham Garden Village on Twitter @ayleshamgarden and 

subscribe to Aylesham updates at www.dover.gov.uk/keepmeposted for up to date news. 
Aylesham Garden Village News (www.ayleshamgardenvillage.co.uk) is produced by 

Dover District Council and edited by the Communications Team.  
Full information about the council and its services – which include bin collections and planning applications – 

can be found online at www.dover.gov.uk

YOUR DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Aylesham and Snowdown form part of Dover 
District Council’s ward of Aylesham, Eythorne 

and Shepherdswell, represented by three 
councillors. They are: 

Rebecca Dyer
Community Development  
Team Leader
rebecca.dyer@dover.gov.uk
07891 821 051

Samantha Stanley  
Community Development Officer 
(Aspire) 
samantha.stanley@dover.gov.uk 
07547 714 655

PCSO Emma Carmichael 
Emma.Carmichael@kent.police.uk  
07547 714 655

Cllr Linda Keen
Labour 
01227 830790 
cllr-linda.keen@dover.gov.uk

Cllr Peter Walker 
Independent
07768 106009
cllr-peter.walker@dover.gov.uk

Cllr Charles Woodgate
Labour 
07427 517498
cllr-charles.woodgate
@dover.gov.uk

Further details about their individual council 
responsibilities can be viewed on the 

Dover District Council website
www.dover.gov.uk

YOUR COMMUNITY CONTACTS
Aylesham networking community meetings 
are held monthly online (see dates opposite). 

All welcome. Contact Rebecca for more 
information and the meeting link.


